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summit of the grand stand, we had time to survey the
grounds, which had become by this time covered with
a dense mass of people rapidly increasing in numbers,
through which the police were busy trying to preserve a
way for the march, when it should arrive. The trees were
literally alive with onlookers, and every bit of rising ground
was densely packed.
" First, there was the band with those marvellous Indian
trumpets about nine feet long. What a sight! They do
not march in solemn stateliness and commence on the
third beat; it is hard to suppose that they ever did
commence, or that they will ever leave off. What a
kaleidoscope of motion 1 Every bandsman is now shifting
his position, now twisting round, now here, now there;
one moment his trumpet is perpendicular, the next hori-
zontal, and anon at every conceivable angle, facing in turn
every point of the compass. The band was, without
doubt, one of the most live things we have ever seen.
"On, on, comes the long line of soldiers. Well, it is
scarcely a line; it is an elongated mass. Perhaps they
started four deep, but ere long they had become so excited
that they were a score deep and rilled the road, at least
what there was left of it, for dense crowds of spectators
lined the route. Then clearly discernible came a crowd
of Bhils armed with bows and arrows, dancing after their
own wild fashion every step of the way. Then came the
picturesque camel corps consisting of about 25 camels.
Later on came the brass band, followed by cadets and
soldiers in somewhat better order than the earlier part of
the procession, and then a splendid elephant whose massive
proportions and grave demeanour added much to the
dignity of the scene.
" The march was continued round the grounds, and the
whole was brought up in a dense mass around the grand
stand, while the camels careered gaily round the grounds
to the delectation of the crowds of onlookers, and then
the camels were brought up and made to kneel on the edge
of the big* crowd. The solemn elephant looked on in
silence, the irrepressible trumpeters were quieted, and, by a
vigorous use of the white flag, some approach to silence
was secured while the General addressed the vast erowd*